FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON MODEL CRIMINAL
JURY INSTRUCTIONS

The Committee has adopted amendments to three jury instructions: M Crim JI 1.9
(Presumption of Innocence, Burden of Proof, and Reasonable Doubt), M Crim JI 2.5
(Presumption of Innocence, Burden of Proof, and Reasonable Doubt), and M Crim
JI 3.2 (Presumption of Innocence, Burden of Proof, and Reasonable Doubt). For
each instruction, the third paragraph has been amended to add the sentence, “Proof
beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you firmly convinced of the
defendant’s guilt.” The amended instructions are effective December 1, 2024.

[AMENDED] M Crim JI 1.9 Presumption of Innocence, Burden of
Proof, and Reasonable Doubt

(1) A person accused of a crime is presumed to be innocent. This means
that you must start with the presumption that the defendant is innocent.
This presumption continues throughout the trial and entitles the defendant
to a verdict of not guilty unless you are satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt
that [he / she] is guilty.

(2)  Every crime is made up of parts called elements. The prosecutor must
prove each element of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt. The defendant
1s not required to prove [his / her] innocence or to do anything.* If you
find that the prosecutor has not proven every element beyond a reasonable
doubt, then you must find the defendant not guilty.

(3) Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you firmly
convinced of the defendant’s guilt. A reasonable doubt is a fair, honest
doubt growing out of the evidence or lack of evidence. It is not merely an
imaginary or possible doubt, but a doubt based on reason and common
sense. A reasonable doubt is just that: a doubt that is reasonable after a
careful and considered examination of the facts and circumstances of this
case.



Use Note
This instruction must be given in every case.

* For some affirmative defenses, a defendant must produce
evidence. The court should instruct the jury on the defendant’s
burden of production of evidence where it is most appropriate to
do so. The committee recommends that this be done when the
court instructs on the nature and requirements of the affirmative
defense itself.

[AMENDED] M Crim JI 2.5 Presumption of Innocence, Burden of
Proof, and Reasonable Doubt

(1) A person accused of a crime is presumed to be innocent. This means
that you must start with the presumption that the defendant is innocent.
This presumption continues throughout the trial and entitles the defendant
to a verdict of not guilty unless you are satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt
that [he / she] is guilty.

(2)  Every crime is made up of parts called elements. The prosecutor must
prove each element of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt. The defendant
is not required to prove [his / her] innocence or to do anything. If you find
that the prosecutor has not proven every element beyond a reasonable
doubt, then you must find the defendant not guilty.

(3) Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you firmly
convinced of the defendant’s guilt. A reasonable doubt is a fair, honest
doubt growing out of the evidence or lack of evidence. It is not merely an
imaginary or possible doubt, but a doubt based on reason and common
sense. A reasonable doubt is just that — a doubt that is reasonable after a
careful and considered examination of the facts and circumstances of this
case.



[AMENDED] M Crim JI1 3.2  Presumption of Innocence, Burden of

(1)

)
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Use Note

Proof, and Reasonable Doubt

A person accused of a crime is presumed to be innocent. This means
that you must start with the presumption that the defendant is innocent.
This presumption continues throughout the trial and entitles the defendant
to a verdict of not guilty unless you are satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt
that [he / she] is guilty.

Every crime is made up of parts called elements. The prosecutor must
prove each element of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt. The defendant
is not required to prove [his / her] innocence or to do anything.* If you
find that the prosecutor has not proven every element beyond a reasonable
doubt, then you must find the defendant not guilty.

Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you firmly
convinced of the defendant’s guilt. A reasonable doubt is a fair, honest
doubt growing out of the evidence or lack of evidence. It is not merely an
imaginary or possible doubt, but a doubt based on reason and common
sense. A reasonable doubt is just that: a doubt that is reasonable after a
careful and considered examination of the facts and circumstances of this
case.

This instruction must be given in every case.

k

For some affirmative defenses, a defendant must produce evidence.
The court should instruct the jury on the defendant’s burden of
production of evidence where it is most appropriate to do so. The
committee recommends this be done when the court instructs on the
nature and requirements of the affirmative defense itself.



